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Michigan  Historical  Commission, 
Office  of  the  Commission,  Lansing 

To  His  Excellency,  Albert  E.  Sleeper, 
Governor  of  Michigan: 

Sir — In  accordance  with  Section  9  of  Act  No.  271, 
Public  Acts  of  1913,  we  have  the  honor  to  submit  to 
you  herewith  the  fourth  annual  report  of  the  Michigan 
Historical  Commission,  covering  the  period  from 
January  1  to  December  31,  1916. 

Very  respectfully, 

CLAUDE  H.  VAN  TYNE,  President 
CLARENCE  M.  BURTON,  Vice-President 
WILLIAM  L.  JENKS 
WILLIAM  L.  CLEMENTS 
AUGUSTUS  C.  CARTON 


FINANCIAL  STATEMENT 

Balance  of  appropriation  from  preceding  year $18  92 

Total  amount  of  appropriation  for  fiscal  year  ending 

June  30,  1916 $6,000  00 

EXPENDITURES  FROM  APPROPRIATION  FOR  FISCAL  YEAR: 

Salaries  of  officers $3,494  85 

Traveling  expenses 692  66 

Office  supplies 149  55 

Express,  freight  and  cartage 5  42 

Telephone  and  telegraph 83  97 

Extra  services 620  93 

Miscellaneous..  481  56 


Total  disbursements $5,528  94 


Total  balance  on  hand  July  1,  1916 $489  98 


LAWTON    T.    HEMANS 


RESOLUTIONS 

At  a  special  meeting  of  the  Historical  Commission 
held  at  Lansing  December  21,  the  following  resolutions 
were  adopted  on  the  death  of  Hon.  Lawton  T.  Hemans, 
late  President  of  the  Commission: 

"The  State  of  Michigan  and  the  Michigan  Historical  Com- 
mission have  met  with  a  severe  loss  in  the  death  of  Lawton  T. 
Hemans,  a  member  of  this  Commission  since  its  organization. 
By  his  deep  interest  in  the  history  of  Michigan  and  his  unusual 
knowledge  of  its  beginnings  and  development,  being  the  author 
of  a  short  but  valuable  history  of  the  State,  Mr.  Hemans  pos- 
sessed unusual  qualifications  as  a  member  of  the  Commission. 
The  monument  erected  in  this  State  to  its  first  Governor,  Stevens 
T.'  Mason,  was  largely  due  to  the  influence  and  interest  of  Mr. 
Hemans;  one  result  of  that  interest  was  the  thorough  investiga- 
tion of  the  Governor's  life  and  the  preparation  of  a  most  interest- 
ing and  valuable  biography  which  this  Commission  hopes  to 
publish  soon,  and  which  will  be  a  permanent  and  honorable 
memorial. 

While  we  do  not  need  to  speak  in  this  connection  of  Mr.  Hemans' 
character,  ability  and  value  to  the  State  in  general,  we  wish  to 
place  upon  the  records  of  the  Commission  our  high  appreciation 
of  his  value  to  the  Commission.  His  attractive  personality, 
good  judgment,  persuasive  pleasant  manner,  wide  personal 
acquaintance,  and  democratic  spirit,  combined  to  make  his 
counsel  and  suggestions  very  valuable,  and  his  death  brings  to 
each  member  of  the  Commission  a  deep  sense  of  personal  loss." 
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The  following  resolutions  were  adopted  as  an  ex- 
pression of  thanks  to  Governor  Ferris  for  -his  con- 
tinuous interest  and  assistance  to  the  Commission 
from  the  time  of  its  organization: 

"To  the  Honorable  Woodbridge  N.  Ferris,  LL.  D.,  Governor 
of  Michigan,  Greeting.  The  Members  of  the  Michigan  His- 
torical Commission  thank  His  Excellency  for  the  great  part  he 
had  in  establishing  the  Commission,  and  for  his  constant,  kindly 
interest,  advice  and  encouragement  during  the  time  of  its  existence. 

In  appreciation  of  what  he  has  done  for  the  history  of  the 
State,  in  behalf  of  the  Commonwealth  we  express  our  gratitude 
and  admiration." 

Resolutions  as  follows  were  adopted  in  respect  for 
the  services  of  Hon.  Edwin  O.  Wood,  formerly  Presi- 
dent of  the  Commission: 

"President  Edwin  0.  Wood,  LL.  D.,  of  the  Michigan  His- 
torical Commission,  having  resigned  on  account  of  his  removal 
from  the  State,  the  members  of  the  Commission  express  their 
regret  and  deem  his  departure  a  great  loss  to  the  cause  of  his- 
torical study  in  this  section.  They  desire  thus  formally  to  thank 
and  gratefully  to  acknowledge  his  kind  hospitality,  his  ihought- 
fulness,  his  unparalleled  generosity  in  his  efforts  to  further  the 
interests  of  this  Commission.  They  assure  him  of  their  high 
esteem,  friendship  and  love.  He  goes  from  them  freighted  with 
their  best  wishes  for  success  in  all  his  undertakings,  and  a  hearty 
God  bless  you." 
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NEW  MEMBERS  OF  THE  COMMISSION  AND 

STAFF 

Two  new  members  have  been  added  to  the  Com- 
mission in  1916.  William  L.  Clements  of  Bay  City, 
Regent  of  the  University  -of  Michigan,  was  appointed 
to  succeed  Edwin  O.  Wood,  resigned.  Augustus  C. 
Carton  of  East  Tawas,  Secretary  of  the  Public  Do- 
main Commission  and  Commissioner  of  Immigration, 
was  appointed  to  fill  the  place  made  vacant  by  the 
death  of  Lawton  T.  Hemans. 

Mr.  Clements  has  long  been  associated  with  his- 
torical work,  having  gathered  one  of  the  most  valuable 
private  collections  in  the  United  States  relating  to 
Michigan  and  general  American  history.  His  know- 
ledge of  the  high  ideals  which  should  obtain  in  the 
work  of  building  up  a  State  collection  of  documentary 
materials  for  the  use  of  citizens  of  the  State  and 
students  working  for  the  higher  degrees  at  the  Uni- 
versity of  Michigan  and  other  universities,  is  an  in- 
valuable asset  to  the  State's  historical  work. 

Mr.  Carton  brings  to  the  work  a  quarter  of  a  century 
of  practical  experience  in  public  life  in  Michigan,  dur- 
ing which  time  he  has  been  interested  in  every  phase 
of  the  history  of  the  commonwealth  and  closely 
associated  with  the  public  agencies  which  have  worked 
for  its  welfare.  One  of  these  agencies  is  the  Michigan 
Pioneer  and  Historical  Society,  to  which  in  its  early 
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struggles  to  preserve  its  opportunity  to  serve  the 
historical  interests  of  the  State,  Mr.  Carton  was  a 
tower  of  strength.  This  service  to  the  Society  which 
has  grown  steadily  with  the  years  has  been  fittingly 
recognized  recently  by  the  Society  in  making  Mr. 
Carton  its  President. 

Some  changes  have  been  made  in  the  Staff.  In 
February,  1916,  Charles  Moore  resigned  and  George 
N.  Fuller  was  elected  Archivist  and  Acting  Secretary. 
Floyd  B.  Streeter  has  been  employed  as  assistant  in 
research  work,  and  Percy  H.  Andrus  as  stenographer. 
Mr.  Andrus  is  from  the  Ferris  Institute  at  Big  Rapids. 
Mr.  Streeter  who  has  done  graduate  work  at  the 
University  comes  from  a  teaching  position  in  Kansas. 
Dr.  Fuller  who  was  Secretary  of  the  Commission  at 
the  time  of  its  organization  and  helped  to  shape  its 
earlier  work  returns  to  the  Staff  from  a  teaching 
position  in  the  University  of  Michigan.  Mrs.  M.  B. 
Ferrey  who  has  been  curator  of  the  Museum  from  the 
beginning  and  to  whose  earnest  efforts  the  Museum 
owes  its  collections  continues  her  work  as  Curator  and 
in  addition  is  employed  as  field  worker  and  organizer 
of  local  historical  societies. 
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HOUSING 

The  general  need  for  fireproof  protection  is  sharply 
felt  by  all  State  departments,  including  the  Com- 
mission, which  have  valuable  records  to  protect  from 
fire.  At  the  present  time  one  class  of  documents 
alone  which  are  the  proof  of  land  transactions,  high- 
way courses  and  tax  commissioners'  work  since  Michi- 
gan became  a  State,  involving  millions  of  dollars,  are 
stored  outside  of  the  Capitol  largely  in  non-fireproof 
buildings.  The  fire  in  the  old  State  house  last  summer 
with  its  attendant  damage  to  property  which  is  stored 
there  brought  vividly  to  the  attention  of  all  the  danger 
threatening  the  records  stored  in  places  about  the  city. 

Aside  from  downtown  quarters  the  only  available 
place  for  the  records  collected  by  the  Historical  Com- 
mission is  in  the  already  overcrowded  State  Library, 
for  which  reason  it  is  impossible  at  present  for  the 
Commission  to  perform  some  of  the  important  col- 
lecting activities  it  is  directed  by  statute  to  undertake. 
For  example,  the  Commission  is  expected  "to  collect 
from  the  State,  county,  village  and  township  offices 
such  records,  files,  documents,  books  and  papers  as 
are  not  less  than  thirty  years  old,  and  are  not  in 
current  use,  and  are  in  the  opinion  of  the  Commission 
valuable  only  for  historical  purposes."  This  it  can 
not  safely  do  until  ample  and  fireproof  rooms  are 
provided. 
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On  the  other  hand  one  of  the  serious  handicaps  of 
the  Commission  in  attempting  to  obtain  valuable 
private  manuscripts  from  the  homes  of  men  who  have 
served  the  State  is  the  general  knowledge  that  the 
Commission  has  no  fireproof  protection  for  such 
documents. 

Newspaper  files  of  great  value  are  scattered  about 
the  State  in  private  hands  which  would  be  sent  to  the 
Commission  for  cataloguing  and  indexing  if  their  pro- 
tection from  fire  could  be  guaranteed. 

The  earlier  State  archives  in  the  several  departments 
in  the  Capitol  are  in  no  less  danger  of  destruction,  and 
from  causes  other  than  fire.  Documents  of  which  no 
duplicates  are  known  to  exist,  of  the  utmost  legal  im- 
portance, affecting  both  private  and  State  interests  of 
great  magnitude,  are  stored  there  in  places  inaccessible 
and  under  conditions  of  dust,  dampness  and  decay 
which  are  not  preventable  by  the  Departments  with 
their  present  meager  storage  facilities  and  crowded 
rooms. 

In  1900  and  again  in  1905  this  condition  was  brought 
publicly  to  the  attention  of  the  whole  country  by  the 
American  Historical  Association  in  its  annual  reports 
for  those  years,  made  for  the  benefit  of  people  needing 
Michigan  documents  for  purposes  of  record  and  his- 
torical study.  According  to  these  reports  no  other 
State  in  the  Union  with  equal  ability  to  care  properly 
for  its  records  has  allowed  them  to  remain  in  such 
neglected  condition.  The  impairment,  loss  and  dis- 
persion of  highly  valuable  papers,  due  to  mice,  dirt, 
dampness,  mutilation,  and  theft  is  serious  second  only 


ANNUAL    REPORT  13 

to  danger  from  fire.  In  the  eyes  of  other  States  this 
may  well  be  regarded  as  lack  of  proper  State  pride. 

Scarcely  less  important  is  the  question  of  making 
these  documents  more  easily  and  quickly  accessible. 
At  present,  records  relating  to  the  same  subject  are 
in  some  cases  scattered  about  in  several  Departments, 
and  other  documents  have  strayed  into  the  possession 
of  societies  and  private  individuals.  No  one  needing 
to  consult  the  earlier  State  archives  can  feel  at  all  sure 
in  advance  that  he  will  find  the  papers  where  they 
would  naturally  be  supposed  to  be,  or  even  that  they 
are  still  in  existence.  Money,  time  and  labor  are 
wasted  in  useless  correspondence  or  searches  from  one 
Department  to  another  with  delays  that  make  the 
documents  useless  for  the  purpose  even  if  found. 

This  problem  could  be  solved  in  a  fireproof  building 
with  suitable  rooms  where  filing  cases  could  be  as- 
sembled and  the  documents  listed,  calendared  and  in- 
dexed. Gaps  in  the  files  would  be  readily  shown  by 
the  calendars  and  the  missing  papers  could  then  be 
sought  and  restored  to  their  proper  places. 
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THE  MUSEUM 

The  Museum  collection  which  is  rapidly  growing  is 
equally  in  need  of  proper  housing.  Apart  from  the 
need  of  fireproof  protection,  floor  space  is  needed  to 
display  properly  these  valuable  objects.  The  'real 
value  of  a  museum  depends  largely  upon  the  manner 
in  which  its  collections  are  cased,  arranged,  labelled 
and  lighted.  The  present  collection  if  properly  dis- 
played would  require  four  or  five  times  as  much  space 
as  it  now  occupies. 

The  people's  interest  in  the  Museum  is  evidenced  by 
the  thousands  who  visit  it  annually.  All  attest  its 
educational  value.  One  has  favorably  compared  the 
influence  of  a  museum  with  that  of  a  library.  A 
museum  cultivates  the  powers  of  observation,  and  the 
casual  visitor  even  makes  discoveries  for  himself  and 
under  the  guidance  of  the  labels  forms  his  own  im- 
pressions. In  a  library  one  studies  the  impressions 
of  others.  A  library  is  most  useful  to  the  educated. 
A  museum  is  useful  to  the  educated  and  the  un- 
educated alike — to  great  numbers  of  people  as  well  as 
to  the  few — and  is  a  powerful  stimulant  to  intellectual 
activity  in  all.  The  influence  of  a  museum  extends 
to  all  of  the  people,  but  the  influence  is  proportional  to 
the  effectiveness  with  which  the  objects  can  be  grouped 
to  make  an  impression.  A  jumble  of  objects  is  not  a 
museum;  but  the  " jumble"  effect  is  one  of  the  chief 
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characteristics  forced  upon  our  present  museum  by 
lack  of  space. 

The  Museum  should  be  made  artistically  attractive. 
Proper  space,  light,  and  restful  colors  are  essential  to 
its  best  use.  Its  objects  should  be  properly  classified 
and  arranged  according  to  their  relationships,  and 
with  appropriate  settings.  Modern  cases  of  steel  and 
glass  should  be  provided.  The  Museum,  so  equipped 
would  serve  for  study,  research  and  technical  in- 
struction as  well  as  for  culture  and  entertainment* 

The  Commission  hopes  that  in  the  new  building 
suitable  provision  may  be  made  for  these  needs  of  the 
State  Historical  Museum.  When  this  is  done  the 
Commission  can  make  a  complete  and  comprehensive 
catalogue  of  the  museum;  but  the  vast  amount  of 
labor  attendant  upon  such  a  task  can  not  wisely  be 
undertaken  until  the  objects  have  been  placed  per- 
manently in  proper  position.  Great  quantities  of  these 
objects  are  now  boxed  up  for  lack  of  space.  Every 
week  brings  in  valuable  and  interesting  additions.  A 
large  part  of  the  material,  illustrating  pioneer  life  in 
Michigan  as  few  other  means  can  do,  is  never  seen  by 
the  visitors  who  come  each  year.  Not  only  should 
these  objects  be  displayed,  but  there  should  be  avail- 
able to  every  visitor  a  printed  pamphlet  containing 
brief  descriptions  of  the  different  objects  so  classified 
and  referred  to  that  visitors  can  find  at  once  the 
articles  in  which  they  are  most  interested.  The  Com- 
mission will  provide  this  convenience  for  visitors  when 
facilities  can  be  obtained  for  properly  displaying  the 
collections. 
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LEGISLATION 

The  following  bill  embodying  the  most  urgent  needs 
of  the  Commission  has  been  prepared  for  consideration 
in  the  Legislature  of  1917: 

A  bill  to  amend  sections  one,  four,  six,  seven,  eight  and  ten  of  act 
two  hundred  seventy-one  of  the  Public  Acts  of  nineteen  hundred 
thirteen,  entitled  "An  act  to  create  the  Michigan  Historical 
Commission;  to  provide  for  the  appointment  of  members  of 
such  commission;  to  fix  their  terms  of  office,  prescribe  their 
powers  and  duties,  make  an  appropriation  to  carry  out  the 
provisions  of  this  act,  and  repeal  all  acts  and  parts  of  acts  in- 
consistent herewith,"  as  amended  by  act  two  hundred  and 
twenty-two  of  the  Public  Acts  of  nineteen  hundred  fifteen. 

The  People  of  ike  State  of  Michigan  enact: 

Section  1.  Sections  one,  four,  six,  seven,  eight  and  ten  of  act 
two  hundred  seventy-one  of  the  Public  Acts  of  nineteen  hundred 
and  thirteen,  entitled  "An  act  to  create  the  Michigan  Historical 
Commission;  to  provide  for  the  appointment  of  members  of 
such  Commission;  to  fix  their  terms  of  office,  prescribe  their 
powers  and  duties,  make  an  appropriation  to  carry  out  the  pro- 
visions of  this  act,  and  repeal  all  acts  and  parts  of  acts  incon- 
sistent herewith,"  as  amended  by  act  two  hundred  twenty-two 
of  the  Public  Acts  of  nineteen  hundred  fifteen,  are  hereby  amended 
to  read  as  follows: 

Section  1.  There  is  hereby  created  a  commission  to  be  known 
as  the  "Michigan  Historical  Commission."  Said  Commission 
shall  consist  of  six  members,  with  the  addition  of  the  Governor, 
ex-officio;  said  six  members  shall  be  appointed  by  the  Governor. 
No  member  of  said  Commission  shall  receive  any  compensation 
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for  his  services,  except  actual  and  necessary  expenses  while 
attending  the  meetings  or  carrying  out  the  purposes  of  said  com- 
mission. 

Section  4.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  said  Commission  to  collect, 
arrange  and  preserve  historical  material,  including  books,  pamph- 
lets, maps,  charts,  manuscripts,  papers,  copies  of  domestic  and 
foreign  records  and  archives,  paintings,  statuary,  and  other 
objects  and  material  illustrative  of  and  relating  to  the  history  of 
Michigan  and  the  old  Northwest  Territory;  to  procure  and 
preserve  narratives  of  the  early  pioneers,  their  exploits,  perils, 
privations  and  achievements;  to  collect  material  of  every  de- 
scription relative  to  the  history,  language,  literature,  progress  or 
decay  of  our  Indian  tribes;  to  collect,  prepare  and  display  in  the 
museum  of  said  commission  objects  indicative  of  the  life,  customs, 
dress  and  resources  of  the  early  residents  of  Michigan,  and  to 
publish  source  materials,  and  historical  studies  relative  to  and 
illustrative  of  the  history  of  the  State,  including  such  historical 
materials  and  studies  as  may  be  furnished  for  that  purpose  by 
educational  institutions  and  by  the  Michigan  Pioneer  and  His- 
torical Society.  The  Commission  shall  cooperate  with  and  assist 
the  Michigan  Pioneer  and  Historical  Society  and  local  historical 
societies  in  the  State,  and  help  to  organize  new  local  historical 
societies  of  similar  nature  and  purpose. 

Section  6.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  said  Commission  to  prepare 
for  publication  the  material  referred  to  in  section  four  of  this 
act.  The  volumes  of  said  publications  shall  be  issued  in  editions 
of  not  more  than  twenty-five  hundred  copies,  and  contain  not 
exceeding  seven  hundred  fifty  pages  each.  They  shall  be  printed 
and  bound  in  substantial  uniformity  with  the  volumes  issued 
by  other  historical  societies  and  the  several  State  departments. 
Said  printing,  together  with  such  bulletins,  including  a  historical 
quarterly  journal  such  as  is  issued  by  other  historical  societies,  and 
such  reprints  of  books,  maps,  and  articles  as  may  be  determined 
upon  by  the  commission,  shall  be  done  by  the  State  printer,  and 
the  binding  by  the  State  binder,  both  printing  and  binding  to 
be  under  the  direction  and  supervision  of  said  Commission. 
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Section  7.  The  Secretary  of  the  Commission  shall  be  the 
custodian  of  the  publications  of  the  commission,  and  of  the 
Museum,  and  shall  distribute  and  exchange  such  publications 
with  domestic  and  foreign  states,  governments  and  -institutions 
under  such  rules  and  regulations  as  shall  be  established  by  the 
commission.  One  copy  of  each  volume  published  shall  be  fur- 
nished to  each  school  library  and  educational  institution,  public 
library  and  grange  library  in  the  State  of  Michigan  when  authori- 
tatively and  officially  requested  so  to  do  by  the  officers  thereof; 
provided,  that  no  library  containing  less  than  five  hundred 
volumes  shall  be  entitled  of  right  to  receive  such  publications; 
he  shall  also  furnish  to  each  member  of  the  Legislature  during 
his  term  of  office  one  copy  of  each  volume  or  Bulletin  published 
during  such  term.  The  expense  of  all  such  distributions  shall  be 
paid  out  of  the  general  fund  in  the  State  Treasury  upon  proper 
vouchers  rendered  therefor.  The  remainder  of  the  said  copies 
of  said  volumes  and  publications  shall  be  sold  by  said  secretary 
at  a  price  of  not  less  than  one  dollar  for  each  volume,  and  at  such 
price  for  each  Bulletin  and  Journal  as  may  be  fixed  by  the  Com- 
mission. The  money  arising  from  such  sales  and  from  certified 
copies  of  documents  shall  be  placed  in  the  State  Treasury  to  the 
credit  of  the  general  fund. 

Section  8.  The  Secretary  of  said  Commission  shall  be  the 
editor  of  all  publications  issued  by  the  commission,  acting  under 
the  direction  of  the  Commission.  The  Commission  shall  have 
power  to  appoint  a  Curator  of  the  museum,  who  shall  have  such 
additional  duties  as  may  be  prescribed  by  the  Commission,  and 
to  appoint  an  Archivist  and  Assistant  Editors  of  said  publica- 
tions, and  such  clerical  assistants  as  may  be  required.  The 
salary  of  the  Secretary,  Archivist,  Editors,  Curator  and  clerical 
assistants  shall  be  paid  monthly  from  any  money  in  the  general 
fund  not  otherwise  appropriated,  upon  a  warrant  of  the  Auditor 
General  on  the  State  Treasury  approved  by  the  President  or  Vice 
President  of  said  Commission. 
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Section  10.  The  Auditor  General  shall  add  to  and  incorporate 
in  the  State  tax  the  .sum  of  fifteen  thousand  dollars  annually,  and 
such  amount  is  hereby  appropriated  from  the  general  fund  of  the 
State  to  carry  out  the  provisions  of  this  act.  Such  sum  shall  be 
included  in  the  State  taxes  apportioned  by  the  Auditor  General 
on  all  taxable  property  of  the  State,  to  be  levied,  assessed  and 
collected  as  other  State  taxes,  and  when  so  assessed  and  collected, 
to  be  paid  into  the  general  fund  to  reimburse  the  same  for  the 
money  hereby  appropriated:  Provided,  that  any  money  remaining 
in  said  appropriation  at  the  end  of  any  fiscal  year  shall  be  transferred 
to  the  appropriation  for  the  following  fiscal  year. 


COLLECTING  HISTORICAL  MATERIALS 

It  is  the  opinion  of  the  Commission  and  of  the  State 
Pioneer  and  Historical  Society  that  the  county  so- 
cieties, if  properly  organized,  officered  and  encouraged, 
may  become  of  greater  value  to  the  State  in  collecting 
manuscript  and  printed  materials  now  widely  scattered 
in  private  homes.  The  Commission  is  now  attempt- 
ing both  directly  and  through  the  membership  of  the 
Society  to  make  very  emphatic  the  need  of  developing 
systematically  this  collecting  activity  in  all  of  the  old 
pioneer  societies,  of  reorganizing  these  societies  upon 
this  basis,  and  of  forming  new  societies  in  the  counties 
where  there  are  none.  A  summary  of  this  plan  is 
given  herewith. 
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Through  the  field  worker  or  by  correspondence  the 
Commission  will  determine  upon  someone  with  the 
necessary  initiative,  energy,  tact,  and  zeal  for  the  work 
in  a  given  county  whom  the  President  of  the  State 
Society  may  appoint  to  be  the  Society's  chief  worker 
in  the  county.  This  person  will  assist  in  selecting 
similar  representatives  for  the  townships  and  cities, 
to  be  appointed  in  their  respective  townships  chairmen 
of  committees  made  up  of  vigorous  and  interested 
pioneers  and  the  teachers  of  the  townships. 

Through  the  teachers  the  homes  will  be  reached 
directly.  The  teachers  will  encourage  the  children  to 
report  on  what  they  find  of  historical  value  in  their 
homes;  specific  things  to  look  for  will  be  mentioned 
in  a  circular  to  be  supplied  to  the  teachers  by  the 
Commission  and  carried  home  by  the  children  to  the 
parents.  These  reports  by  the  children  may  be  made 
a  part  of  the  English  work  in  the  schools. 

The  reports  will  be  sent  by  the  teachers  to  the 
township  representatives  who  then  will  get  in  im- 
mediate touch  with  those  homes  which  promise  to 
yield  important  finds.  Reports  of  the  township  rep- 
resentatives will  be  sent  to  the  county  representative, 
who  in  turn  will  have  the  gist  of  the  important  reports 
published  in  a  historical  column  in  the  county  paper, 
which  the  people  may  look  for  as  a  permanent  feature. 
Through  the  county  paper  the  township  workers  and 
the  teachers  will  be  kept  in  touch  with  each  other's 
finds. 

The  county  workers  will  send  to  the  Commission 
clippings  from  the  historical  columns  together  with 
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whatever  suggestions  may  occur  for  improving  the 
work,  and  keep  the  Commission  in  touch  with  each 
county.  The  Commission  will  file  these  clippings  at 
the  office  in  the  Capitol.  The  Quarterly  Bulletin  of 
the  Commission  will  contain  in  its  news  column 
notices  of  the  essential  collections  of  materials  made 
in  the  counties. 

In  most  counties  it  should  not  be  difficult  to  find 
competent  persons  who  are  willing  to  do  this  work  as 
a  labor  of  love.  Often  it  will  happen  that  the  chief 
worker  can  be  chosen  from  the  membership  of  the 
State  Society,  but  in  the  organization  of  this  work 
the  needed  assistance  will  probably  be  found  to  incur 
expense  beyond  what  a  willing  worker  should  be  ex- 
pected to  defray.  At  a  recent  meeting,  the  Com- 
mission has  considered  favorably  the  question  of  pay- 
ing annually  to  each  chief  worker  in  the  counties  a 
small  sum  to  cover  necessary  expenses,  and  to  offer 
annual  prizes  for  best  collections  of  original  manu- 
script materials.  In  addition,  the  Commission  has 
favorably  considered  the  advisability  of  paying  the 
expenses  of  the  chief  worker  in  each  county  to  the 
Annual  Meeting  of  the  State  Society  at  Lansing  to 
report  upon  these  collections  and  to  discuss  methods 
.of  work. 

Obviously  this  work  could  be  carried  on  independ- 
ently of  county  societies.  But  these  societies  have 
important  functions.  Their  organization  may  bring 
public  thinking  aroused  by  this  preliminary  work  to  a 
focus,  and  afford  an  occasion  for  public  expression  of 
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historical  interest ;  they  may  bring  to  the  chief  workers 
of  the  counties,  who  will  usually  become  Secretaries 
of  the  Societies,  a  powerful  stimulus,  and  set  each 
recurring  meeting  as  an  event  towards  which  to 
work;  they  may  bring  clearly  to  the  attention  of  all 
interested  the  ideals  towards  which  the  State  Society 
and  the  Historical  Commission  are  working;  and  they 
may  quicken  public  sentiment  to  instruct  members  of 
the  legislature  as  to  the  wishes  of  the  people  respecting 
legislation  in  the  interests  of  the  history  of  the  State. 

When  the  time  is  ripe  in  a  county  for  the  organiza- 
tion of  a  County  Historical  Society,  an  appropriate 
appeal  will  be  made  through  the  newspapers  of  the 
county  summing  up  the  results  of  the  preliminary 
work,  calling  attention  to  the  functions  of  a  county 
society  in  aiding  the  State's  historical  work,  and  pub- 
lishing a  constitution  for  the  proposed  new  society  to 
be  changed  to  suit  local  conditions  at  the  time  of  the 
meeting.  Such  a  constitution  the  Historical  Com- 
mission has  published  in  its  Bulletin  No.  2,  which  is 
intended  to  secure  uniformity  of  organization  through- 
out the  State  and  to  relate  the  county  societies  through 
the  proper  officers  and  activities  organically  with  the 
State  Society. 

A  little  before  the  time  set  for  the  first  meeting, 
usually  at  the  County  Seat,  the  State  field  worker  or 
other  representative  of  the  State  Society  and  of  the 
Commission  will  go  to  the  county  and  assist  the  local 
worker  in  making  the  needful  preparations  for  the 
meeting.  This  representative  will  be  present  at  the 
meeting  and  speak  upon  the  work  of  the  State  Society 
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and  the  Commission,  also  upon  the  benefits  to  be  de- 
rived from  affiliation  of  the  local  Society  with  the 
State  Society,  and  will  accept  new  memberships  in 
that  body. 

Each  member  of  the  new  Society  will  receive  a  copy 
of  the  Commission's  Bulletin  entitled,  ''Suggestions 
for  local  Historical  Societies  and  Writers  in  Michigan," 
which  contains  a  constitution  and  by-laws,  and  brief 
paragraphs  on  such  subjects  as  the  function  of  the 
local  historical  society,  the  elements  of  a  successful 
society,  arousing  and  directing  individual  interests  in 
collecting  source  materials,  "earmarks"  of  useful 
materials,  interviewing  pioneers,  charting  Indian 
mounds,  marking  historic  sites,  celebrating  anniver- 
saries, the  use  of  group  pride  in  the  study  of  foreign 
elements  of  the  population,  the  relation  of  the  school 
to  the  Society,  local  clubs  as  centers  of  interest  in 
history,  the  public  library  and  the  local  museum, 
methods  of  preserving  clippings  and  manuscripts, 
general  suggestions  to  writers  of  local  history,  sug- 
gestions for  the  treatment  of  a  large  settlement  area, 
suggestions  for  a  sketch  of  township  history. 

At  this  time  special  stress  will  be  laid  upon  the 
collecting  of  historical  materials,  rather  than  upon  the 
writing  of  history.  It  will  be  urged  that  original 
materials,  such  as  letters,  diaries,  memoranda,  journals, 
note  books,  anything  readable  left  by  the  pioneers,  be 
read  at  the  Society's  meetings  as  well  as  papers  com- 
piled from  them. 

The  officering  of  the  County  Society  will  aim  to 
include  all  of  the  active  preliminary  workers.  The 
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county  worker  will  naturally  be  a  candidate  for  the 
office  of  Secretary,  and  the  township  workers  for  that 
of  Corresponding  Secretaries.  An  active  President 
will  be  chosen  if  possible  from  among  the  pioneers  of 
the  county.  An  executive  committee  should  be  named 
to  include  the  Mayor  of  the  county-seat  city  or  village, 
the  President  of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  or  cor- 
responding organization  of  business  men,  the  County 
School  Commissioner,  the  Superintendent  of  Schools, 
the  City  Librarian  and  the  President  of  the  County 
Society.  The  Society's  Secretary  should  be  Secretary 
of  the  Executive  Committee. 

There  need  only  be  mentioned  further  the  possi- 
bilities that  lie  in  getting  the  young  people  interested 
who  have  had  the  advantage  of  attending  the  State 
University  or  some  of  the  numerous  colleges  of  the 
State.  Of  all  people  in  the  State  the  young  need  to 
be  schooled  in  the  function  of  the  study  of  State 
history,  and  the  young  college  folk  are  their  natural 
leaders. 

To  encourage  the  attention  of  young  people  in  the 
public  schools  to  State  history  a  prize  contest  has 
recently  been  organized  by  the  Michigan  Daughters 
of  the  American  Revolution  and  the  Michigan  Federa- 
tion of  Women's  Clubs,  cooperating  with  the  His- 
torical Commission  and  the  State  Department  of  Pub- 
lic Instruction.  The  Prize  Essays  for  1915-16  are 
published  in  the  Commission's  Bulletin  No.  8. 

The  County  Pioneer  Society  as  largely  a  social 
gathering,  while  it  has  performed  in  the  history  of  the 
State  the  important  function  of  gathering  pioneer 
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reminiscences  and  keeping  alive  an  interest  in  the 
past,  has  now  the  opportunity  of  widening  its  useful- 
ness and  its  influence.  In  all  counties  where  these 
societies  exist  the  pioneers  are  found  in  heartiest  sym- 
pathy with  the  recent  movement  which  has  come  along 
with  the  new  interest  in  studying  the  State's  history 
and  are  willing  in  every  way  to  help  reorganize  the  old 
societies  for  greater  efficiency  in  collecting  historical 
materials.  To  make  the  new  societies  efficient,  the 
State  will  undoubtedly  recognize,  as  it  does  with  every- 
thing that  it  really  believes  in  as  being  for  the  good 
of  the  State,  the  need  of  financial  assistance  to  carry 
out  these  plans. 


PUBLICATIONS 

During  the  year  1916  the  Commission  has  pub- 
lished three  bulletins,  two  brochures,  and  Volume  I 
of  the  University  series  of  the  Michigan  Historical 
Publications. 

Bulletin  No.  5,  Names  of  places  of  interest  on 
Mackinac  Island,  Michigan,  established,  designated  and 
adopted  by  the  Mackinac  Island  State  Park  Commission 
and  the  Michigan  Historical  Commission,  with  de- 
scriptive and  explanatory  notes  by  Rt.  Rev.  Mon- 
signor  Frank  A.  O'Brien,  LL.  D.,  President  of  the 
Michigan  Historical  Commission,  contains  86  pages, 
with  a  map  of  the  Island  in  colors,  drawn  from  an 
entirely  new  survey,  also  a  distance  guide  to  the 


26  ANNUAL    REPORT 

Island.  The  booklet  contains  212  names  of  historic 
and  geographic  significance  for  the  Mackinac  country. 
The  preparation  of  the  notes  attached  to  the  names 
involved  much  careful  research  to  insure  the  high 
degree  of  historical  accuracy  which  has  been  attained. 
The  first  edition  of  this  Bulletin  was  5,000  copies. 
The  large  demand  for  it  has  made  necessary  a  second 
edition. 

Bulletin  No.  6,  Nicolet  Day  on  Mackinac  Island, 
commemorates  the  placing  of  a  bronze  tablet  to  the 
memory  of  Jean  Nicolet,  the  first  white  man  to  pass 
through  the  Straits  of  Mackinac  (1634).  The  Bulletin 
contains  the  exercises  of  the  day,  including  addresses 
by  Mr.  John  F.  Hogan,  chairman,  Hon.  Edwin  O. 
Wood,  Rev.  Thomas  J.  Campbell,  S.  J.,  and  Rt.  Rev. 
Monsignor  Frank  A.  O'Brien. 

Bulletin  No.  7,  Lewis  Cass  Day  on  Mackinac  Island, 
commemorates  the  unveiling  of  a  memorial  tablet  to 
Lewis  Cass,  Territorial  Governor  of  Michigan,  with 
an  account  of  the  exercises,  including  addresses  by 
Col.  William  P.  Preston,  Rev.  Seth  Reed,  Mr.  Edwin 
Henderson,  Governor  Ferris,  and  Rt.  Rev.  Monsignor 
.O'Brien.  This  Bulletin  is  appropriately  illustrated 
with  numerous  half-tones. 

Forgotten  Heroines,  by  Rt.  Rev.  Monsignor  O'Brien, 
is  a  tribute  to  the  heroism  and  self-sacrifice  of  Michi- 
gan Sisters  of  the  order  of  the  Holy  Cross  during  the 
Civil  War. 

Two  Missionaries  to  the  Indians,  by  the  same  author, 
gives  an  account  of  the  work  of  Lady  von  Hoeffern 
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and  Father  Frank  Pierz  among  the  Indians  of  early 
Michigan. 

Economic  and  Social  Beginnings  of  Michigan,  the 
first  number  of  the  University  Series  of  the  Com- 
mission's publications,  is  a  volume  of  700  pages,  sub- 
mitted by  George  N.  Fuller  as  a  doctoral  thesis  at  the 
University  of  Michigan.  It  is  a  careful  and  thorough 
study  of  the  settlement  of  the  Lower  Peninsula  during 
the  Territorial  period,  1805-1837.  As  the  author 
states  in  the  preface,  the  work  aims  to  call  attention 
to  the  fertile  field  for  historical  study  which  lies  at  the 
beginning  of  Michigan's,  history  as  an  agricultural 
commonwealth  under  American  institutions.  The 
volume  is  usefully  illustrated  with  original  drawings, 
maps,  and  reproductions.  An  analytical  table  of  con- 
tents is  provided,  in  addition  to  a  good  index,  a  bib- 
liography and  an  appendix  of  original  documents  and 
statistics. 

Volume  II  of  this  series  is  in  press,  being  The  Public 
Life  of  Zachariah  Chandler,  1851-1875,  a  doctoral 
dissertation  submitted  by  Wilmer  C.  Harris  at  the 
University  of  Chicago. 

Other  volumes  being  edited  are  The  Michigan  Fur 
Trade,  by  Ida  Amanda  Johnson;  The  Historical  Ge- 
ography of  Detroit,  by  Almon  E.  Parkins;  The  Evolution 
of  the  Counties  of  Michigan,  by  William  H.  Hathaway; 
The  Political  History  of  Michigan,  1837-1860,  by  Floyd 
B.  Street er;  The  Life  of  Stevens  T.  Mason,  by  Lawton 
T.  Hemans;  and  Historic  Mackinac  (two  volumes) ,  by 
Edwin  O.  Wood. 

Prize  Essays,  Written  by  Pupils  in  Michigan  Schools 
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in  the  Local  History  Contest,  1915-16,  is  now  ready  for 
distribution  as  Bulletin  No.  8.  This  contest  was 
arranged  by  the  Michigan  Daughters  of  the  Ameri- 
can Revolution  and  the  Michigan  State  Federation 
of  Women's  Clubs,  to  encourage  the  study  of  local 
history  among  the  young  people  in  the  schools  of 
the  State.  Any  'student  in  High  School,  Parochial 
School  or  Eighth  Grade  is  eligible  to  compete.  The 
subject  for  the  1915-16  contest  was  the  settlement  and 
development  of  the  city  or  town  in  which  the  essay 
was  written;  the  subject  for  1916-17  is  the  first  school 
and  the  children  who  attended  it,  in  the  city  or  town 
in  which  the  essay  is  written.  Prizes  were  awarded 
this  year  to  Mabel  F.  Potter,  Manistee  High  School; 
LeRoy  Johnson,  Three  Rivers  High  School;  Harold 
M.  Sherman,  Traverse  City  High  School;  and  Helen 
Colby,  Cadillac  High  School.  The  prize  consists  of 
the  publication  of  the  essays  in  bulletin  form  by  the 
Commission. 

In  preparation  is  a  bibliography  of  printed  materials 
relating  to  Michigan  history,  a  descriptive  list  of  files 
of  early  Michigan  newspapers,  and  a  volume  of  Michi- 
gan biographies. 

The  bibliography  is  nearing  completion.  It  will 
contain  some  20,000  titles  and  will  owe  its  rapid  pro- 
gress largely  to  the  efficient  cooperation  of  the  Library 
of  Congress,  the  Michigan  State  Library,  the  Library 
of  the  University  of  Michigan,  and  of  the  Michigan 
Agricultural  College,  the  Detroit  Public  Library,  the 
Grand  Rapids  Public  Library,  and  other  libraries  of 
Michigan  cities.  In  the  completed  work  a  copious 
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index  will  enable  the  user  to  find  readily  all  material 
relating  to  a  given  subject,  and  the  entries  will  show 
in  what  libraries  a  given  book,  pamphlet  or  report 
may  be  consulted.  The  volume  will  contain  also  a 
complete  list  of  works  by  Michigan  authors,  a  list  of 
early  maps  relating  in  whole  or  in  part  to  Michigan, 
with  libraries  containing  them,  a  general  descriptive 
list  of  manuscript  materials  in  the  Burton  branch  of 
the  Detroit  Public  Library,  and  a  tentative  calendar 
of  early  files  of  Michigan  newspapers. 

Michigan  Biographies  is  a  revision  to  date  of  the 
volume  authorized  by  the  Legislature  in  1887  and 
published  in  the  following  year  under  the  title,  Early 
History  of  Michigan,  with  Biographies  of  State  officers, 
Members  of  Congress,  Judges  and  Legislators.  The 
scope  of  this  work  will  be  enlarged  to  include  other 
men  prominent  in  the  public  life  of  the  State,  and  the 
extent  of  the  material  accumulating  will  probably 
make  it  necessary  to  issue  it  in  two  volumes. 


DISTRIBUTION  AND  EXCHANGE 

To  schools,  libraries,  newspapers,  granges,  State 
officers  and  members  of  the  Michigan  Pioneer  and  His- 
torical Society,  and  to  libraries  and  societies  in  other 
States  and  abroad,  there  have  been  distributed  since 
January  1,  1916,  1,440  volumes  of  the  Michigan  His- 
torical Collections  and  14,500  Bulletins. 
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BUREAU  OF  HISTORICAL  RESEARCH 

A  large  part  of  the  routine  work  of  the  office  con- 
sists in  answering  inquiries  received  from  individuals 
and  institutions  from  every  part  of  the  State  and  from 
other  States  and  Canada  about  Michigan  history. 
Frequently  the  inquiry  is  for  information  of  such 
scope  and  obscurity  that  hours  of  research  are  re- 
quired to  obtain  it.  It  is  the  purpose  of  the  Com- 
mission to  return  a  prompt  full  and  courteous  reply 
to  all  these  questions  received  relating  to  Michigan, 
and  work  will  be  greatly  facilitated  when  proper 
rooms  and  cases  are  provided  in  which  to  file  the 
necessary  documents  and  printed  materials  so  that 
the  staff  may  be  able  to  turn  to  the  information 
needed  without  loss  of  time  and  fruitless  search. 


COOPERATIVE  ACTIVITIES 

In  cooperation  with  the  Historical  Commission,  the 
Michigan  Pioneer  and  Historical  Society  has  held 
three  meetings  during  the  year.  The  eleventh  mid- 
winter meeting,  held  at  Petoskey  in  Emmet  County 
February  24  and  25,  was  largely  attended  at  each  of 
the  five  sessions.  On  the  last  evening  1,000  people 
were  present  in  the  Petoskey  High  School  Auditorium. 
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This  highly  gratifying  success  of  the  first  meeting  held 
in  the  northern  part  of  the  State  was  due  to  the  fine 
cooperation  of  the  Emmet  County  Historical  Society, 
one  of  the  most  vigorous  local  organizations  in  the 
State. 

Many  of  the  papers  read  at  the  meeting  were  fur- 
nished by  the  members  of  the  Society,  as  follows: 
Mr.  H.  S.  Babcock,  County  Commissioner  of  Schools 
(Harbor  Springs),  History  of  Little  Traverse  Township, 
Emmet  County;  Judge  B.  T.  Halstead  (Petoskey), 
Evolution  of  Emmet  County;  Judge  Thomas  Linehan 
(Harbor  Springs),  Catholic  Missions  in  Emmet  County; 
Rev.  John  Redpath  (Petoskey),  Presbyterian  Missions 
in  Emmet  County;  Mr.  John  C.  Wright  (Harbor 
Springs),  The  Indians  of  Northern  Michigan  and  their 
Legends.  In  addition  were  read  the  following  papers: 
Mr.  William  L.  Jenks  (Port  Huron) ,  The  First  Bank  of 
Michigan;  Mrs.  William  H.  Wait,  State  Regent  of  the 
Daughters  of  the  American  Revolution  (Ann  Arbor), 
Revolutionary  Soldiers  and  Their  Daughters  in  Michi- 
gan; Mr.  Fred  W.  Gage  (Battle  Creek),  The  Adventist 
Movement  in  Battle  Creek. 

A  fine  program  of  music  was  provided  by  the  local 
society  under  the  direction  of  Mrs.  Edith  K.  Mac- 
Arthur,  Director  of  Music  in  the  Petoskey  public 
schools,  and  a  reception  tendered  to  the  pioneers  and 
guests  of  the  Society  bespoke  the  warm  interest  as 
well  as  the  hospitality  of  the  citizens  of  Petoskey. 

The  meeting  resulted  in  a  score  of  memberships  in 
the  State  Society  and  in  a  new  interest  in  collecting 
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historical  materials  in  this  section,   from  which  the 
State  has  already  reaped  a  goodly  harvest. 

The  forty-second  annual  meeting  of  the  Society, 
held  in  the  Senate  Chamber  in  Lansing  May  24  and 
25,  was  one  of  the  most  largely  attended  by  members 
from  outside  of  Lansing  in  many  years.  This  was 
due  in  part  to  the  vigorous  work  of  the  Commission 
to  reach  all  counties  by  correspondence  and  urge  the 
sending  of  delegates  to  report  on  the  work  of  the  local 
organizations  and  to  discuss  ways  and  means  for  more 
efficient  cooperation  among  Michigan  historical 
workers. 

The  following  papers  were  read:  Judge  Rollin  H. 
Person  (Lansing),  A  Tribute  to  William  A.  Fletcher, 
First  Chief  Justice  of  the  Michigan  Supreme  Court;  Mr. 
William  L.  Clements  (Bay  City),  A  Tribute  to  The  late 
Judge  Isaac  Marston;  Mr.  Jonathan  L.  Snyder  (East 
Lansing),  Pres-Emeritus,  Michigan  Agricultural  Col- 
lege, National  Aid  to  Education  in  Michigan;  Professor 
David  Friday  (Ann  Arbor),  Historical  Phases  of  Rail- 
road Problems  in  Michigan;  Miss  Sue  I.  Silliman 
(Three  Rivers),  Historian  Abiel  Fellows  Chapter,  D. 
A.  R.,  Pioneers  of  Southern  Michigan  in  1846;  Very 
Rev.  F.  X.  Earth,  A.  M.  (Escanaba),  Dean  of  Delta 
and  Schoolcraft  Counties,  The  Field  for  the  Historian 
in  the  Upper  Peninsula;  Governor  Woodbridge  N. 
Ferris,  The  Spirit  of  the  Times. 

The  bust  of  John  Davis  Pierce,  first  Superintendent 
of  Public  Instruction,  which  was  presented  to  the 
Society  by  the  teachers  of  Michigan,  was  unveiled 
with  appropriate  ceremony.  The  presentation  of  the 
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bust  on  behalf  of  the  teachers  was  made  by  Mr.  John 
M.  Munson  of  the  Department  of  Public  Instruction. 
The  music  throughout  the  program  was  excellent. 

The  success  of  the  Petoskey  meeting  and  the  grow- 
ing conviction  of  the  need  of  work  in  the  Upper  Penin- 
sula, so  ably  set  forth  by  Father  Earth  at  the  annual 
meeting,  led  the  State  Society  to  accept  an  invitation 
extended  by  the  Delta  County  Historical  Society  to 
hold  an  autumnal  meeting  at  Escanaba. 

This  meeting,  held  October  18  and  19,  was  quite  as 
enthusiastic  as  the  Petoskey  meeting.  The  large  High 
School  Auditorium  was  repeatedly  filled.  Papers  of 
much  interest  pertaining  to  the  Upper  Peninsula  were 
read  as  follows:  Mr.  Alvah  L.  Sawyer  (Menominee), 
The  Forests  of  the  Upper  Peninsula  and  their  Place  in 
History;  Mr.  F.  H.  Van  Cleve  (Escanaba),  The  History 
of  Escanaba' s  Ore  Docks;  Professor  Lew  Allen  Chase, 
A.  M.  (Houghton),  The  Keweenaw  Waterway  and  the 
Copper  Industry;  Mr.  H.  M.  Powers  (Ontonagon), 
Romance  and  Adventure  in  Ontonagon  History;  Mrs.  M. 
A.  Breuckman  (Mackinac  Island),  Forts  and  Old 
Buildings  of  Mackinac  Island;  Mr.  J.  P.  McColl 
(Escanaba),  The  Early  History  of  Delta  County;  Hon. 
Edwin  O.  Wood  (New  York  City),  Father  Marquette 
at  Michilimackinac;  Mr.  G.  T.  Werline  (Escanaba), 
Early  Highways  and  Mail  Routes  in  the  Upper  Penin- 
sula; Rev.  Wm.  Gagneur,  S.  J.,  (Sault  Ste.  Marie), 
Indian  Geographical  Names  in  the  Upper  Peninsula 
and  Their  Interpretation.  The  specially  fine  musical 
numbers  were  enjoyed  by  all. 

Mrs.    M.    B.    Ferrey  gave   at  this  meeting  an  in- 
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spiring  talk  upon  her  trip  through  the  Upper  Penin- 
sula made  during  three  weeks  immediately  preceding 
it  which  included  most  of  the  large  cities  east  of  the 
Copper  Country.  From  all  parts  which  she  visited 
she  heard  earnest  and  appealing  demands  for  more 
attention  by  the  Commission  and  the  Society  to  the 
historical  interests  of  the  Upper  Peninsula.  Governor 
Ferris,  who  gave  one  of  his  usual  inspiring  addresses 
to  an  audience  which  taxed  the  capacity  of  the  hall, 
laid  great  emphasis  upon  this  duty,  as  did  also  Father 
Earth  in  his  address  of  welcome  to  the  Society. 

Since  this  meeting  was  held  the  Upper  Peninsula 
Development  Bureau  has  conducted  a  prize  contest 
in  local  history  among  the  young  people  of  the  Penin- 
sula similar  to  that  conducted  by  the  Commission  for 
the  whole  of  the  State.  The  historical  interest  shown 
appears  to  warrant  the  holding  of  a  meeting  each  year 
above  the  Straits. 

In  addition  to  assistance  rendered  to  the  Pioneer 
and  Historical  Society  the  Commission  has  aided  local 
societies  in  commemorating  anniversaries  of  historical 
events  and  in  marking  historic  sites.  It  has  prepared 
bibliographies  on  special  subjects  relating  to  Michigan 
history  and  furnished  suggestions  to  libraries,  schools 
and  colleges  for  historical  work,  and  has  undertaken 
cooperative  work  with  the  Historical  Societies  and 
Commissions  of  Wisconsin,  Minnesota,  Iowa,  Indiana 
and  Illinois  in  calendaring  papers  in  the  State  De- 
partment at  Washington  which  bear  upon  the  history 
of  the  Old  Northwest. 
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